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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 September 2000 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-57 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-57 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 27 September 2000 is/are: a)K accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0- 
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Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1-57 are pending in the application. 

Priority 

No claim for priority has been made. The effective filing date of the application is 
September 27, 2000. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) was submitted on September 27, 
2000. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. 
Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 



The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Applicant is requested to update the status of the copending application noted on 
page 1 of the Specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Specification 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-2, 9, 11-12, 19-21, 26-27, 30, 32-33, 36-37, 41-42, 45, 47-48, 51-52, 57 

are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wang et al. (US Patent 

Number 6380959), hereinafter referred to as Wang, in view of Scully et al. (US Patent 

Number 48071 54), hereinafter referred to as Scully. 

In regards to claim 1 , a computer program product embodied on one or more 

computer-readable media, the computer program product adapted for providing an 

electronic calendar-driven application and comprising: 

• Computer-readable program code means for creating calendar events on an 
electronic calendar, the calendar events being organized according to a multi- 
level hierarchy comprising context events at an upper level of the hierarchy, and 
specific events at a lower level of the hierarchy (Fig 1 shows a hierarchal 
calendar containing multiple levels, such as monthly, daily and yearly views), 
wherein zero or more specific events may be scheduled on the electronic 
calendar during any particular context event (Fig 8 shows a view of the calendar 
at the highest hierarchal level, where one can see that zero or more specific 
events are scheduled for each context event). 

Wang however lacks the computer-readable code means for interrogating the calendar 

to provide information about a user. 
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Scully, however, discloses the limitation of interrogating the calendar program for 
a user's availability (col 3 lines 39-58) in order to minimize the time and effort required 
to reply to requests for participation in an event. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Wang to include interrogating the calendar program for 
a user's availability as taught by Scully to minimize the time and effort required to reply 
to requests for participation in an event. 

In regards to claim 2, Wang discloses computer readable program code means 
for automatically applying a default context during calendar periods when no other 
context event is active (col 4 lines 54-57, the computer automatically assigns default 
parameters). 

In regards to claim 9, Wang discloses: 

• Computer-readable program code means for receiving a request for project 
management information (col 13 lines 62-67). 

• Wherein the computer-readable program code means for interrogating 
interrogates the calendar events created for a plurality of users to provide 
information about the context events and specific events scheduled for the users 
at a target date and a target time period (col 6 lines 4-1 1 ). 

Wang, however, fails to disclose program code means for generating a response 
informing the requester of project management information. 
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Scully, however, discloses the limitation of automatically generating a response 
(col 3 lines 55-62) to allow a meeting scheduler to quickly determine if all users are 
available to supply project management information. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify Wang to include program code means for generating 
a response informing the requester of project management information as taught by 
Scully to allow a meeting scheduler to quickly determine if all users are available to 
supply project management information. 

In regards to claim 1 1 , Wang discloses zero or more attribute values may be 
specified for each of the context events and each of the specific events (col 4 lines 50- 
57). 

In regards to claim 12, Scully, as also shown in the discussion of claim 1 , 
discloses the computer-readable program code means for interrogating further 
comprises computer-readable program code means for interrogating the specified 
attributes of a context event and of any specific event that are applicable to a target 
date and a target time or target time period (col 3 lines 39-58, Scully shows that a 
specific time and date can be examined by the interrogating program). 

In regards to claim 19, Wang discloses zero or more attribute values may be 
specified for each of the context events and each of the specific events and further 
comprising: 
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• Computer-readable program code means for receiving a request for project 
management information for a target date and a target time period (col 1 3 lines 
62-67). 

• Wherein the computer-readable program code means for interrogating 
interrogates the calendar events created for a plurality of users to provide 
information about the context events and specific events scheduled for the users 
at the target date and the target time period, the specified attributes of scheduled 
context events, and the specified attributes of any scheduled specific events (col 
6 lines 4-11). 

Wang, however, fails to disclose program code means for generating a response 
informing the requester of project management information. 

Scully, however, discloses the limitation of automatically generating a response 
(col 3 lines 55-62) to allow a meeting scheduler to quickly determine if all users are 
available to supply project management information. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify Wang to include program code means for generating 
a response informing the requester of project management information as taught by 
Scully to allow a meeting scheduler to quickly determine if all users are available to 
supply project management information. 

In regards to claim 20, Wang discloses overrides may be specified for the 
attribute values and wherein the computer-readable program code means for 
interrogating further comprises applying the overrides to the attribute values (the 
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calendar can be set to automatically trigger an action based on a certain event, col 4 
lines 50-57). 

In regards to claim 21, Wang discloses default attribute values may be specified 
for context event types and for specific event types, and wherein a particular context 
event and/or a particular specific event may include attribute values which override the 
default attribute values (a user may select any Action to occur for an event, thereby 
overriding the default, col 4 lines 49-57, Fig 4). 

In regards to claim 26, Wang discloses a system for providing an electronic 
calendar-driven application, comprising: 

• Means for creating calendar events on an electronic calendar, the calendar 
events being organized according to a multi-level hierarchy comprising context 
events at an upper level of the hierarchy and specific events at a lower level of 
the hierarchy (Fig 1 shows a hierarchal calendar), wherein zero or more specific 
events may be scheduled on the electronic calendar during any particular context 
event (Fig 8 shows a view of the calendar at the highest hierarchal level, where 
one can see that zero or more specific events are scheduled for each context 
event). 

Wang however lacks the computer-readable code means for interrogating the calendar 
to provide information about a user. 
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Scully, however, discloses the limitation of interrogating the calendar program for 
a user's availability (col 3 lines 39-58) in order to minimize the time and effort required 
to reply to requests for participation in an event. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Wang to include interrogating the calendar program for 
a user's availability as taught by Scully to minimize the time and effort required to reply 
to requests for participation in an event. 

In regards to claim 27, Wang discloses means for automatically applying a 
default context during calendar periods when no other context event is active (col 4 
lines 54-57, the computer automatically assigns default parameters). 

In regards to claim 30, Wang discloses: 

• Means for receiving a request for project management information (col 1 3 lines 
62-67). 

• Wherein the means for interrogating interrogates the calendar events created for 
a plurality of users to provide information about the context events and specific 
events scheduled for the users at a target date and a target time period (col 6 
lines 4-11). 

Wang, however, fails to disclose program code means for generating a response 
informing the requester of project management information. 

Scully, however, discloses the limitation of automatically generating a response 
(col 3 lines 55-62) to allow a meeting scheduler to quickly determine if all users are 
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available to supply project management information. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify Wang to include program code means for generating 
a response informing the requester of project management information as taught by 
Scully to allow a meeting scheduler to quickly determine if all users are available to 
supply project management information. 



In regards to claim 32, Wang discloses zero or more attribute values may be 
specified for each of the context events and each of the specific events (col 4 lines 50- 
57). 



In regards to claim 33, Scully, as shown in the discussion of claim 26, discloses 
means for interrogating further comprises means for interrogating the specified 
attributes of a context event and of any specific event that are applicable to a target 
date and a target time or target time period (col 3 lines 39-58, Scully shows that a 
specific time and date can be examined by the interrogating program). 

In regards to claim 36, Wang discloses zero or more attribute values may be 
specified for each of the context events and each of the specific events and further 
comprising: 

• Means for receiving a request for project management information for a target 
date and a target time period (col 13 lines 62-67). 
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• Wherein the means for interrogating interrogates the calendar events created for 
a plurality of users to provide information about the context events and specific 
events scheduled for the users at the target date and the target time period, the 
specified attributes of currently-applicable context events, and the specified 
attributes of any currently-applicable specific events (col 6 lines 4-1 1 ). 
Wang, however, fails to disclose program code means for generating a response 
informing the requester of project management information. 

Scully, however, discloses the limitation of automatically generating a response 
(col 3 lines 55-62) to allow a meeting scheduler to quickly determine if all users are 
available to supply project management information. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify Wang to include program code means for generating 
a response informing the requester of project management information as taught by 
Scully to allow a meeting scheduler to quickly determine if all users are available to 
supply project management information. 

In regards to claim 37, Wang discloses default attribute values may be specified 
for context event types and for specific event types, and wherein a particular context 
event and/or a particular specific event may include attribute values which override the 
default attribute values (a user may select any Action to occur for an event, thereby 
overriding the default, col 4 lines 49-57, Fig 4). 
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In regards to claim 41 , Wang discloses a method for providing an electronic 
calendar-driven application, comprising the steps of: 

• Creating calendar events on an electronic calendar, the calendar events being 
organized according to a multi-level hierarchy comprising context events at an 
upper level of the hierarchy and specific events at a lower level of the hierarchy 
(Fig 1 shows a hierarchal calendar), wherein zero or more specific events may 
be scheduled on the electronic calendar during any particular context event (Fig 
8 shows a view of the calendar at the highest hierarchal level, where one can see 
that zero or more specific events are scheduled for each context event). 
Wang however lacks the computer-readable code means for interrogating the calendar 
to provide information about a user. 

Scully, however, discloses the limitation of interrogating the calendar program for 
a user's availability (col 3 lines 39-58) in order to minimize the time and effort required 
to reply to requests for participation in an event. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Wang to include interrogating the calendar program for 
a user's availability as taught by Scully to minimize the time and effort required to reply 
to requests for participation in an event. 

In regards to claim 42, Wang discloses the step of automatically applying a 
default context during calendar periods when no other context event is active (col 4 
lines 54-57, the computer automatically assigns default parameters). 
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In regards to claim 45, Wang discloses: 

• Receiving a request for project management information (col 13 lines 62-67). 

• Wherein the interrogating step interrogates the calendar events created for a 
plurality of users to provide information about the context events and specific 
events scheduled for the users at a target date and a target time period (col 6 
lines 4-11). 

Wang, however, fails to disclose program code means for generating a response 
informing the requester of project management information. 

Scully, however, discloses the limitation of automatically generating a response 
(col 3 lines 55-62) to allow a meeting scheduler to quickly determine if all users are 
available to supply project management information. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify Wang to include program code means for generating 
a response informing the requester of project management information as taught by 
Scully to allow a meeting scheduler to quickly determine if all users are available to 
supply project management information. 

In regards to claim 47, Wang discloses zero or more attribute values may be 
specified for each of the context events and each of the specific events (col 4 lines 50- 
57). 

In regards to claim 48, Scully, as shown in the discussion of claim 41, discloses 
the interrogating step further comprises interrogating the specified attributes of a context 
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event and of any specific event that are applicable to a target date and a target time or - 
target time period (col 3 lines 39-58, Scully shows that a specific time and date can be 
examined by the interrogating program). 

In regards to claim 51 , Wang discloses zero or more attribute values may be 
specified for each of the context events and each of the specific events and further 
comprising the step of: 

• Receiving a request for project management information for a target date and a 
target time period (col 13 lines 62-67). 

• Wherein the interrogating step interrogates the calendar events created for a 
plurality of users at the target date and the target time period to provide 
information about the context events and specific events scheduled for the users, 
the specified attributes of currently-applicable context events, and the specified 
attributes of any currently-applicable specific events (col 6 lines 4-1 1 ). 

Wang, however, fails to disclose program code means for generating a response 
informing the requester of project management information. 

Scully, however, discloses the limitation of automatically generating a response 
(col 3 lines 55-62) to allow a meeting scheduler to quickly determine if all users are 
available to supply project management information. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify Wang to include program code means for generating 
a response informing the requester of project management information as taught by 
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Scully to allow a meeting scheduler to quickly determine if all users are available to 
supply project management information. 

In regards to claim 52, Wang discloses default attribute values may be specified 
for context event types and for specific event types, and wherein a particular context 
event and/or a particular specific event may include attribute values which override the 
default attribute values (a user may select any Action to occur for an event, thereby 
overriding the default, col 4 lines 49-57, Fig 4). 

In regards to claim 57, Scully, as shown in the discussion of claim 41, discloses 
the interrogating step further comprises interrogating a specific event that is applicable 
to a target date and a target time or target time period (col 3 lines 39-58, Scully shows 
that a specific time and date can be examined by the interrogating program). 

Claims 3-4, 13-14, 22-23, 28, 34, 38-39, 49, 53, 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Wang in view of Scully as applied to claims 1-2, 9, 
11-12, 19-21, 26-27, 30, 32-33, 36-37, 41-42, 45, 47^8, 51-52, 57 above, and in further 
view of Russell Borland "Running Microsoft Outlook 97", hereinafter referred to as 
Borland. 

In regards to claim 3, Wang in view of Scully disclose all limitations of the claim 
(see discussion of claim 1 above), with the exception of detecting an incoming email. 
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Borland however, teaches that an incoming email can be automatically detected and a 
reply automatically sent to the original sender if the user has something scheduled on 
their calendar at that time (page 44) to allow the user to automatically notify the original 
sender of an email that they are not available. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Wang in view of Scully to 
include automatic email detection and reply as taught by Borland to allow the user to 
automatically notify the original sender of an email that they are not available. 

In regards to claim 4, Borland shows that the automatic response can be altered 
by the user as they see fit to include information about when they are next available 
(page 44). 

In regards to claim 13, Wang in view of Scully disclose all limitations of the claim 
(see discussion of claim 1 above), with the exception of detecting an incoming email. 
Borland however, teaches that an incoming email can be automatically detected and a 
reply automatically sent to the original sender if the user has something scheduled on 
their calendar at that time (page 44) to allow the user to automatically notify the original 
sender of an email that they are not available. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Wang in view of Scully to 
include automatic email detection and reply as taught by Borland to allow the user to 
automatically notify the original sender of an email that they are not available. 
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In regards to claim 14, Wang discloses overrides may be specified for the 
attribute values and wherein the computer-readable program code means for 
interrogating further comprises computer-readable program code means for applying 
the overrides to the attribute values (the user can override the default response, page 
44). 

In regards to claim 22, Borland teaches that the automatic response can be 
altered to include information such as how to automatically contact the user (page 44). 

In regards to claim 23, Borland teaches that the automatic response can be 
altered to include information such as how often the user checks electronic mail 
messages (page 44). 

In regards to claim 28, Wang in view of Scully disclose all limitations of the claim 
(see discussion of claim 26 above), with the exception of detecting an incoming email. 
Borland however, teaches that an incoming email can be automatically detected and a 
reply automatically sent to the original sender if the user has something scheduled on 
their calendar at that time (page 44) to allow the user to automatically notify the original 
sender of an email that they are not available. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Wang in view of Scully to 
include automatic email detection and reply as taught by Borland to allow the user to 
automatically notify the original sender of an email that they are not available. 
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In regards to claim 34, Wang in view of Scully disclose all limitations of the claim 
(see discussion of claim 26 above), with the exception of detecting an incoming email. 
Borland however, teaches that an incoming email can be automatically detected and a 
reply automatically sent to the original sender if the user has something scheduled on 
their calendar at that time (page 44) to allow the user to automatically notify the original 
sender of an email that they are not available. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Wang in view of Scully to 
include automatic email detection and reply as taught by Borland to allow the user to 
automatically notify the original sender of an email that they are not available. 

In regards to claim 38, Borland teaches that the automatic response can be 
altered to include information such as how to automatically contact the user (page 44). 

In regards to claim 39, Borland teaches that the automatic response can be 
altered to include information such as how often the user checks electronic mail 
messages (page 44). 

In regards to claim 49, Wang in view of Scully disclose all limitations of the claim 
(see discussion of claim 41 above), with the exception of detecting an incoming email. 
Borland however, teaches that an incoming email can be automatically detected and a 
reply automatically sent to the original sender if the user has something scheduled on 
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their calendar at that time (page 44) to allow the user to automatically notify the original 
sender of an email that they are not available. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Wang in view of Scully to 
include automatic email detection and reply as taught by Borland to allow the user to 
automatically notify the original sender of an email that they are not available. 

In regards to claim 53, Borland teaches that the automatic response can be 
altered to include information such as how to automatically contact the user (page 44). 

In regards to claim 54, Borland teaches that the automatic response can be 
altered to include information such as an alternative contact person for the user (page 
44). 

In regards to claim 55, Borland teaches that the automatic response can be 
altered to include information such as how often the user checks electronic mail 
messages (page 44). 

Claims 5-6, 15-16, 24, 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wang in view of Scully as applied to claims 1-2, 9, 11-12, 19-21, 26- 
27, 30, 32-33, 36-37, 41-42, 45, 47-48, 51-52, 57 above, and in further view of Olivier 
(US Patent Number 6480885). 
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In regards to claim 5, Wang in view of Scully disclose all limitations of the claim 
(see discussion of claim 1 above), with the exception of detecting an incoming instant 
message. Olivier, however, teachers the detection of an incoming instant message and 
response to the message informing the sender of the user's current status (col 23 line 
66 - col 24 lines 4) to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the sender of 
their status. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Wang in view of Scully to include the detection of an incoming 
instant message and response to the message informing the sender of the user's 
current status as taught by Olivier to allow a user to automatically and instantly update 
the sender of their status. 

In regards to claim 6, Wang in view of Scully shows a system with an automated 
response to an inquiry (see claim 1 discussion). Using the teaching of Olivier shown 
above in claim 5's discussion, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify Wang in view of Scully to send information in the automated response 
about when the user is next available for instant messaging. 

In regards to claim 15, Wang in view of Scully disclose all limitations of the claim 
(see discussion of claim 1 above), with the exception of detecting an incoming instant 
message. Olivier, however, teachers the detection of an incoming instant message and 
response to the message informing the sender of the user's current status (col 23 line 
66 - col 24 lines 4) to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the sender of 
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their status. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Wang in view of Scully to include the detection of an incoming 
instant message and response to the message informing the sender of the user's 
current status as taught by Olivier to allow a user to automatically and instantly update 
the sender of their status. 

In regards to claim 16, Wang discloses overrides may be specified for the 
attribute values and wherein the computer-readable program code means for 
interrogating further comprises applying the overrides to the attribute values (a user 
may select any Action to occur for an event, thereby overriding the default, col 4 lines 
49-57, Fig 4). 

In regards to claim 24, Wang in view of Scully shows a system with an 
automated response to an inquiry (see claim 15 discussion). Using the teaching of 
Olivier shown above in claim 5's discussion, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Wang in view of Scully to send information in the 
automated response about when the user is next available for instant messaging. 

In regards to claim 43, Wang in view of Scully disclose all limitations of the claim 
(see discussion of claim 41 above), with the exception of detecting an incoming instant 
message. Olivier, however, teachers the detection of an incoming instant message and 
response to the message informing the sender of the user's current status (col 23 line 
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66 - col 24 lines 4) to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the sender of 
their status. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Wang in view of Scully to include the detection of an incoming 
instant message and response to the message informing the sender of the user's 
current status as taught by Olivier to allow a user to automatically and instantly update 
the sender of their status. 

Claims 7-8, 17-18, 25, 29, 35, 40, 44, 50, 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Wang in view of Scully as applied to claims 1 -2, 9, 11-12, 
19-21 , 26-27, 30, 32-33, 36-37, 41-42, 45, 47-48, 51-52, 57 above, and in further view 
of Epstein et al. (US Patent Number 6327343), hereinafter referred to as Epstein. 

In regards to claim 7, Wang in view of Scully disclose all limitations of the claim 
(see discussion of claim 1 above), with the exception of detecting an incoming voice 
call. Epstein, however, teachers the detection of an incoming voice call and response 
to the call informing the caller of the user's current status (Fig 1 item 18, col 3 lines 52- 
61 ) to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the caller of their status. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
modify Wang in view of Scully to include the detection of an incoming voice call and 
response to the call informing the caller of the user's current status as taught by Epstein 
to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the caller of their status. 
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In regards to claim 8, Epstein shows that the message can be directed to a voice 
mail system where the user can record an automated response message including 
information such as when the user is next available (the system can respond with a sent 
message to the caller, col 3 lines 52-67) 

In regards to claim 17, Wang in view of Scully disclose all limitations of the claim 
(see discussion of claim 1 above), with the exception of detecting an incoming voice 
call. Epstein, however, teachers the detection of an incoming voice call and response 
to the call informing the caller of the user's current status (Fig 1 item 18, col 3 lines 52- 
61 ) to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the caller of their status. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
modify Wang in view of Scully to include the detection of an incoming voice call and 
response to the call informing the caller of the user's current status as taught by Epstein 
to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the caller of their status. 

In regards to claim 18, Wang discloses overrides may be specified for the 
attribute values and wherein the computer-readable program code means for 
interrogating further comprises applying the overrides to the attribute values (a user 
may select any Action to occur for an event, thereby overriding the default, col 4 lines 
49-57, Fig 4). 



* • 
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In regards to claim 25, Epstein shows that the message can be directed to a 
voice mail system where the user can record an automated response message 
including information such as how often the user checks voice mail messages (the 
system can respond with a sent message to the caller, col 3 lines 52-67). 

In regards to claim 29, Wang in view of Scully disclose all limitations of the claim 
(see discussion of claim 26 above), with the exception of detecting an incoming voice 
call. Epstein, however, teachers the detection of an incoming voice call and response 
to the call informing the caller of the user's current status (Fig 1 item 18, col 3 lines 52- 
61 ) to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the caller of their status. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
modify Wang in view of Scully to include the detection of an incoming voice call and 
response to the call informing the caller of the user's current status as taught by Epstein 
to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the caller of their status. 

In regards to claim 35, Wang in view of Scully disclose all limitations of the claim 
(see discussion of claim 26 above), with the exception of detecting an incoming voice 
call. Epstein, however, teachers the detection of an incoming voice call and response 
to the call informing the caller of the user's current status (Fig 1 item 18, col 3 lines 52- 
61 ) to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the caller of their status. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
modify Wang in view of Scully to include the detection of an incoming voice call and 
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response to the call informing the caller of the user's current status as taught by Epstein 
to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the caller of their status. 

In regards to claim 40, Epstein shows that the message can be directed to a 
voice mail system where the user can record an automated response message 
including information such as how often the user checks voice mail messages (the 
system can respond with a sent message to the caller, col 3 lines 52-67). 

In regards to claim 44, Wang in view of Scully disclose all limitations of the claim 
(see discussion of claim 41 above), with the exception of detecting an incoming voice 
call. Epstein, however, teachers the detection of an incoming voice call and response 
to the call informing the caller of the user's current status (Fig 1 item 18, col 3 lines 52- 
61 ) to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the caller of their status. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
modify Wang in view of Scully to include the detection of an incoming voice call and 
response to the call informing the caller of the user's current status as taught by Epstein 
to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the caller of their status. 

In regards to claim 50, Wang in view of Scully disclose all limitations of the claim 
(see discussion of claim 41 above), with the exception of detecting an incoming voice 
call. Epstein, however, teachers the detection of an incoming voice call and response 
to the call informing the caller of the user's current status (Fig 1 item 18, col 3 lines 52- 
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61 ) to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the caller of their status. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
modify Wang in view of Scully to include the detection of an incoming voice call and 
response to the call informing the caller of the user's current status as taught by Epstein 
to allow a user to automatically and instantly update the caller of their status. 

In regards to claim 56, Epstein shows that the message can be directed to a 
voice mail system where the user can record an automated response message 
including information such as how often the user checks voice mail messages (the 
system can respond with a sent message to the caller, col 3 lines 52-67). 

Claims 10, 31, 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wang in view of Scully as applied to claim 1-2, 9, 11-12, 19-21 , 26-27, 30, 32-33, 
36-37, 41-42, 45, 47-48, 51-52, 57 above, and further in view of King et al. (US Patent 
Number 5528745), hereinafter referred to as King. 

In regards to claim 10, 31 and 46, Wang in view of Scully fail to disclose wherein 
the request asks whether any team member is available at a particular location during a 
particular time period on a particular date. King, however, teaches inquiring whether 
any team member is available at a particular location during a particular time period on 
a particular date (col 3 lines 52-65) to allow a meeting scheduler to see if all attendees 
are available. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
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Wang in view of Scully to include inquiring whether any team member is available at a 
particular location during a particular time period on a particular date as taught by King 
to allow a meeting scheduler to see if all attendees are available. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John R Brancolini whose telephone number is (703) 
305-7107. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (703) 305-4792. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 



Conclusion 



872-9306. 
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